
bookshops

“ Hay-on-Wye is the world’s first town of books and the 
result of a vision Richard Booth had after opening a 
bookshop in 1962. Property was cheap, big libraries 

were being sold off and before long Booth had filled the 
town with books and booksellers. In 1977 Hay gained 

international recognition when Booth declared it to 
be an Independent Kingdom of Books. Forty-five years 

on, Hay and its Festival continue to flourish. We have 
seen off the threat of Amazon and Kindles and more 

book towns are being set up - from South Carolina to 
South Korea. Thank you for visiting Hay as this keeps our 

magical Kingdom, full of 
independent businesses, alive.

16



17

Thousands of children’s used books for all 
ages, and all types and prices.

The Children's Bookshop
Toll Cottage, Pontvaen, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5EW

On the Clifford road, ¼ mile beyond 
the Co-op supermarket.

On-site parking available.

Phone: 01497 821 083
www.childrensbookshop.com

BOOKSHOPS
2

3
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BOOKSHOPS
4

5

Libraries and small collections.  
Will travel anywhere.

 
Tel 01497 820352

or 01497 820875

www.hayonwyebooksellers.com

HAY-ON-WYE BOOKSELLERS
13-14 High Town Hay-on-Wye HR3 5AE

Large general stock of antiquarian, 
secondhand and half price new books.  

We pay best prices in cash 
for quality antiquarian and 

secondhand books. 
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(150m from main town car park) 
Specialist in Natural history, 

the New Naturalist Series, Beekeeping, 
Botany, Gardening & Ornithology. 
New, secondhand and antiquarian 

books bought and sold.

Darren Bloodworth, Tel 01497 820471 
www.ardenbooks.co.uk 

email: ardenbooks@btinternet.com

Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5pm 
Sat 9.30am to noon

C. ARDEN, BOOKSELLER
The Nursery, Forest Road, Hay-on-Wye HR3 5DT

BOOKSHOPS BOOKSHOPS
7

The largest bookshop of its kind in the UK. The Poetry Bookshop 
has been dedicated to poetry since 1979; Specialising in 
antiquarian, secondhand, out of print & now also new books 

We have moved! 

Find us next to the clocktower 
Good Quality Books bought & sold 

www.poetrybookshop.co.uk 

TThhee  PPaavveemmeenntt,,  LLiioonn  SSttrreeeett,,    

HHaayy--oonn--WWyyee  HHRR33  55BBUU  

0011449977  882211881122  

iinnffoo@@ppooeettrryybbooookksshhoopp..ccoo..uukk  

 The largest bookshop of its kind in 
the UK. The Poetry Bookshop has 
been dedicated to poetry since 

1979; specialising in antiquarian, 
secondhand, out of print & 

now also new books.

Good Quality Books bought & sold
www.poetrybookshop.co.uk

The Pavement, Lion Street, Hay-on-Wye HR3 5BU

01497 821812
info@poetrybookshop.co.uk
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The Children's Bookshop www.childrensbookshop.com

C. Arden Bookseller www.ardenbooks.co.uk

Hay-on-Wye Booksellers www.hayonwyebooksellers.com

Haystacks Music & More 07527 298199

The Poetry Bookshop 01497 821812

Hay Cinema Bookshop www.haycinemabookshop.co.uk

Brecon Books 01874 620086

The New Strand, Eardisley 01544 327285

Green Ink Booksellers 01497 822870

Secondhand and
Antiquarian Booksellers

10







Taxi

07881 726547

BOOKTOWN TAXI
HAY-ON-WYE



22 May ——  
1 June 2025

IdeasBooksTalksPerspectives
DebatesDanceWorkshops

ArtMusicComedyPoetryFoodDrinkand More

Book now  
hayfestival.org

Discover a world 
of different 

possibilities

Hay Festival Hay-on-Wye 
22 May—1 June 2025

Hay Festival Winter Weekend 
27—30 November 2025

Hay Festival Hay-on-Wye 
21—31 May 2026


